
1) Once your knit bag is completed, and all ends woven in, 
fold the bag in half so that the handle falls in the middle. 
Then, fold down the middle, so you're looking at a quarter of the bag, 
with a point on the bottom and half the handle on the top. hobo
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2) Trace this shape onto a piece of newsprint, newspaper, etc.,
 and draw your cutting line 5/8" outside your traced line on all the edges 
except longest straight edge. This is to account for a seam allowance. 
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Cut two3) Place this long edge along the fold of your fabric 
(I recommend a cotton or polyester weave, pre-washed), 
and cut out your shape. 

You'll need to make 2 of these.

When you open it up, this will look something like a spade, with two legs. 

Sewing instructions for lining the
Infamous Hobo Bag
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These instructions are meant to accompany the Infamous Hobo Bag (spinspinspin.wordpress.com). 
Because the bag isn’t felted, a lining helps keep your pens and pencils in, while adding strength and durability.

I’ve used my Hobo Bag to carry my laptop, library books, and more - it’s more than capable of carrying heavy things! 
You’ll need one yard of 45” fabric - quilting cottons, cotton/poly blends, and other lightweight wovens are recommended.



4) Start by sewing the two " legs" down the middle 
to the point of the bottom on each piece.
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this edge
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5) Then, sew the sides up to the handle opening, 
and the top of the handles. 

Do not sew the sides of the handles together.

Clip curves and 
press open seams.

Turn seam allowance 
for handles in to the

 wrong side and press

6) Press and clip your seams as needed. 

Turn and press the seam allowance 
for the handles toward the wrong side

Insert lining into bag,
and line up handles.

Stitch along the 
edge of handles, 

about 1/4” from edge
(or following a 

line of decreases)

7) Fit the lining into your bag (wrong sides together). 
To sew the handles in place, line up the openings, 
and sew (by machine or hand) 1/4" from the edge -
I tried to follow the line of decreases on the 
handle edge where possible. 

Sew around both openings, and voila, you're done!
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